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D.) AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

None. 
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E.) REMARKS 

This Response is Hied in response to Ihe Office Action dated January 19. 2005. 

Upon entry ofthis Response, claims 4-7 and J 2- 15 will be pending in the Application. 

In Ihe outstanding Office Action, the Kxamincr withdrew from consideration claims 17- 
20; rejected claims I and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bauer et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,691,127); rejected claims 2-3 and 10-M under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bauer et al, (U.S. Patent No. 6,691 ,127) in view of Ladouceur et al. 
(Publication No. US 2002/01 16372); and objected to claims 4-7 and 12-15 as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim. 

Election/Restriction 

Applicant has cancelled claims 17-20 of the Application in this Response, it is 
respectfully submitted that the restriction requirement is now moot. Accordingly, the Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the restriction requirement. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 

The Examiner rejected claims I and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bauer el al. (U.S. Patent No, 6,691.127), ' 

Claims 1 and 9 have been cancelled in this amendment, rendering the rejection moot. 
Aeeordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of 
claims 1 and 9 under 35 U.S.C 102(b). 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C 103 

The Hxarniner rejected claims 2-3 and 10-11 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bauer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,691,127) in view of Ladouceur et al. 
(Publication No. US 2002/01 16372) 
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Claims 2-3 and 10-11 have been cancelled in this amendment, rendering the rejection 
moot. Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection 
of claims 2-3 and 10-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner objected to claims 4-7 and 1 2-1 5 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but indicated that the claims would be allowable, if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In response thereto, claim 4-7 and 12-15 have each been rewritten in independent form 
including al l of the limitations of the base claim and intervening claims, and is therefore believed 
to be allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the Application 
and withdrawal of the outstanding objections and rejections. As a result of the amendments and 
remarks presented herein and the Examiner's indication that claims 4-7 and 12-15 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 4-7 and 12-15 are not 
anticipated by nor rendered obvious by Bauer et al., Ladouccur ct al. or their combination and 
thus, are in condition for allowance. As the claims arc not anticipated by nor rendered obvious 
in view of the applied art, Applicant requests allowance of claims 4-7 and 12-15 in a timely 
manner. If the Examiner believes that prosecution of this Application could be expedited by a 
telephone conference, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the Applicant. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees and credit any 
overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1059. 



Respectfully submitted, 

McNEES WALLACE & NURICK LLC 




Reg. No. 56,074 
100 Pine Street. P.O. Box 1 166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1 166 
Dated: March 17. 2005 Tel: (717) 237-5281 

Fax: (717) 237-5300 
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